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and Miami; on the west coast, Tampa, Key
West, Apalachicola, and Pensacola. Because
of its strategic position Key West is one of the
most important harbors in the United States.
St. Augustine, Ormond, Daytona, Palm Beach,
Miami, Tampa, Orlando, St. Petersburg, and
Fort Myers are the principal tourist resorts.

The State is noted for its yellow pine; other
valuable trees are the cypress, red cedar, sev-
eral varieties of oak and catalpa, red bay,
magnolia, poplar and gum. Florida ranks high
among the States in the value of its fishing
interests. It has a natural monopoly on the
sponge fisheries; contributes most of the mullet
product, and provides oysters, shad, turtles
and red snappers. It is estimated that the
fisheries produce about a $20,000,000 catch
annually.

Florida is a strong competitor with Cuba in
the manufacture of cigars and cigarettes. In
these two branches there were 87 factories em-
ploying 11,174 persons, with a payroll of
$12,323,250. Their products were valued at
$39,817,657.

The principal institutions of higher learning
include the University of Florida at Gaines-
ville; the State College for Women and Florida
Agricultural and Mechanical College for Ne-
groes, both at Tallahassee; John B. Stetson
University at De Land; Rollins College, at
Winter Park; Saint Leo CoUege (R. C), at
St. Leo; and Southern College, at Clearwater.
There are also several small private colleges.

Florida was named by Ponce de Leon, who
landed on its shores early in 1513, and took
possession of it for the king of Spain on the
festival day called by the Spanish Pascua de
Flores ('Feast of Flowers'). Basing his belief
on the wonderful stories he had heard, he
thought he had discovered a land teeming
with gold, and containing magic springs which
would insure eternal youth. In search of these
he wandered about for some time, but finally
abandoned the project and sailed for Spain.
In 1521 he again led an expedition to the
country, only to incur the hostility of the
natives, in conflict with whom he received a
fatal wound.

Hernando de Soto, in 1539, anchored in
Tampa Bay with about 1,000 men; and,
marching through the interior, passed over
the northern border, and then continued on
to the Mississippi River.

In 1564 a band of French Huguenots built
Fort Caroline on the St. John's River, but in
1565 the colony was attacked by the Spanish
under Pedro Menendez de Aviles, who mas-
sacred the settlers. The first permanent settle-

ment at St. Augustine was founded at this
time. In 1696 another Spanish colony was es-
tablished at Pensacola.
Until 1763, when Florida was ceded by Spain
to Great Britain, almost incessant warfare was
carried on between the colonists and the In-
dians and people of the British colonies. In
1783 Great Britain retroceded Florida to
Spain; and in 1795 Spain ceded to France all
the territory lying west of the Perdido River.
In 1812 the United States took possession of
the lands between the Pearl and Perdido
Rivers, claiming that they were included in
the Louisiana territory.
During the War of 1812 a British fleet took
possession of Pensacola. Gen. Andrew Jack-
son, with about 5,000 Tennessee volunteers,
hurried to the town, and wrested it from
British control, but later withdrew to New
Orleans. Pensacola was again taken by Jack
son in 1818, and the following year Spain sold
the region to the United States for $5,000,000,
possession being given in 1821. On March 30,
1822, Congress organized the Territory of
Florida.
In 1835 war broke out with the Seminole
Indians. The Indians massacred the American
forces under Major F. L, Dade near Fort King,
and several hotly contested battles were fought
before they were finally subdued, in 1842.
On March 3, 1845, Florida was admitted to
statehood. On Jan. 10, 1861, an ordinance of
secession was adopted by a convention at
Tallahassee, and Florida joined the Confed-
eracy. In 1862 and 1863 Fernandina, St. Au-
gustine, Pensacola, and Jacksonville were cap-
tured by the Federals. In 1864 the Battle of
Olustee, in which the Confederates were suc-
cessful, was fought; and the Federals withdrew
from the State.
On Feb. 6,1868, Florida adopted a new con-
stitution, and in June re-entered the Union.
In 1876 the Supreme Court of the State over-
ruled the canvassing board's count of the Presi-
dential election returns, and declared the
Democratic electors to be successful; but their
decision was reversed by the Electoral Com-
mission.
In 1908, President Roosevelt established the
Ocala National Forest in Marion county. In
1909 Key West was partly destroyed by a
hurricane. Many persons were killed or in-
jured, and the property loss was about $2,000,-
ooo. In 1912 Key West was connected with
the mainland by the opening of the Key West
extension of the Florida East Coast Railway.
During 1925 Florida was the scene of one
of the most remarkable land rushes in the